
Notes from Meeting of Penfield Management Group  Thursday 11th June 2026
Attendees: Andy Hallam, Tony Davies, Augy Harrison, Julian Tatam
Apologies: Martin Coates, Katrina Kennedy, Steve Valentine

Finances
Expenditure to date for 2026/27 is £870 of which £694 is for the newt pond against an annual budget of £1850. On advice, a higher quality liner has been sourced from a local supplier at a discounted price.
The decision on the request for the £420 of donations to be carried over to this year has been deferred until the next LPC meeting on 7 July.
A formal request has been made to the Hyde and Mossop Charity for funding towards the pond liner. The charity have suggested a floating nest platform which we would also like, if we can borrow a boat for installation and maintenance. There are plenty of reeds to provide good nesting habitats along the eastern shoreline of the main lake. 
Open Days / Nature Promotion
The education morning for Year 4 of Langtoft School on 5 June was very successful as was the visit from Deeping Cubs that evening. 
There will be a short tour to identify birds for Year 3 of Langtoft School on 2 July  (Augy)
Two pack of cubs from Stamford are visiting on the evening of 1 July. (Andy, Augy, Tanis). Activities to include moths, microscopes and a wildlife trail quiz (Andy, Augy, Tanis).
Given the success of the Winter Walk in March, a summer walk is planned for Saturday 25th July at 11.00, this being a good time to see butterflies. Augy to produce some posters.
Tasks for Working Parties
Complete the newt pond; the liner has been ordered. Root guard material still to be purchased.
There is no surplus soil to build up the lakeside path; we will use the pile from the viewing platform instead.
Install slab for bird table on southern border – treat bird table with Sadolin – for next winter 
Research tree sparrow boxes and install some at the southern end of the reserve – Martin
Install a bee bank in the soil heap – Tony to research
Improve the path to the WI bench; compacted gravel with gravel board sides Possibly for Perkins group.
Install a handrail on path down southern bank – before the winter
No need for woodpecker resistant bird boxes at present
Linseed oil on fingerposts
Further Equipment
Augy to research a good socket set and a clawhammer.
Consider a ladder to access the owl box
Any other Business
Bird ringing for better survey data. No news as Martin away.
Local Nature Reserve and consent from LPC to continue discussions (see last meeting notes). To be raised at next LPC meeting on 7 July. 
The owl box has been installed (box and pole gifted). Kim has offered us a motion sensing camera.
Phil Dilks is progressing a wildlife verge, consulting LWT. 
Flooding – the pumps are not automatic in the summer. Josh at the quarry should be texted on 07720 311 558 if the level rises above 450.
The Naturehood Photo Competition is to be sponsored by the Red Lion , West Deeping.
DBS checks – we each have DBS checks for other activities and don’t work directly with children so this is considered to be adequate
First Aid Refresher – given that it is some time since the last course we should look to set up / join another course, especially for the working parties. Possibly open it up to other villagers.
Complaints – following the recent very unpleasant criticism direct to a volunteer from a Parish Councillor (in her personal capacity), we request that comments and feedback should be directed to the Management Committee. Julian to contact the council.
Fundraising
Planning to have a break from the Wildlife evening in December/ January.
Tony to approach Josh Jones to see if he will do a talk on bird at the village hall with us selling tickets. Target for January.
The Hyde and Mossop Charity – see finances above
7.   Date of Next Meeting

16.30  23 July at Waggon and Horses
Actions
Martin. Lead on the bird feeders and tree sparrow project for the south end of the reserve
Martin. Lead on the bird ringing project.
Julian  Consult LPC about further discussions with LCC on Local Nature Reserve
Julian  Consult LPC about carrying forward the donations from last year
Tony   Approach Josh Jones about a bird talk
Augy  Produce a poster for the Summer Walk Julian to get it printed
Julian Respond to Hyde and Mossop
Julian Contact LPC that feedback and comments should come to the Management Committee. 

